SECOND   SILESIAN   WAR    [BOOK XV.
[March 1745
Middle-Rhine Army in a staggering State ,- the Bavarian Intricacy settles itself', the wrong Way
Early in March it becomes surmisable that Maillebois's Middle-Rhine Army will not go a good road. MailJebois has been busy in those countries, working extensive discontent; bullying mankind ( to join the Frankfurt Union,' to join France at any rate, which nobody would consent to ; and exacting merciless contributions, which everybody had to consent to and pay. — And now, on D'Ahremberg's mere advance, with that poor Fraction of Pragmatic Army, roused from its winter sleep, Maillebois, without waiting for D'Ahremberg's attack, rapidly calls-in his truculent detachments, and rolls confusedly back into the Frankfurt regions.1 Upon which D'Ahremberg, — if by no means going upon Maillebois's throat, — sets, at least, to coercing Wilhelm of Hessen, our only friend in those parts ; who is already a good deal disgusted with the Maillebois procedures, and at a loss what to do on the Kaiser's death, which has killed the Frankfurt Union too. Wise Wilhelm consents, under D'Ahremberg's menaces, to become Neutral ; and recall his 6,000 out of Baiern, — wishes he had them home beside him even now !
With an Election in the wind, it is doubly necessary for the French, who have not even a Candidate as yet, to stand supreme and minatory in the Frankfurt Country; and to King Friedrich it is painfully questionable, whether Maillebois can do it. « Do it we will ; doubt not that, your Majesty ! ' answer Valori and the French ; — and study to make improvements, reinforcements, in their Rhine Army. And they do, at least, change the General of their Middle-Rhine Army, _ that is to say, recall Prince Conti out of Italy, where he has distinguished himself, and send Maillebois thither in his Rt™rl